Brooks Annual
Experiential
Learning Showcase

Annual Fund Stewardship
Bridget Meeds
Brooks School of Public Policy

Cornell University




THE CORNELL BROOKS SCHOOL PRESENTS

The Brooks Annual
Experiential
Learning Showcase

Friday, September 26
12:00 - 2:00 pm | MVR 2219

/;_\-f—-.lf \

(ﬁ Cornell Brooks
w¥ | Public Policy



Stewardship Event Overview

Brooks School Annual Fund provides grants to 30 students per year to fund internships,
research experiences, and service-learning trips

The Brooks Annual Experiential Learning Showcase is an annual event where grant
recipients present posters reflecting on their experiences

Content from the event is repurposed for digital stewardship via email newsletters and
social posts, as well as in person display of posters at donor events throughout the year

Content is also repurposed for future annual fund solicitations



Event audience
includes donors,
faculty, and fellow
STUaeiits




My Research
=3

Cornell Brooks Angel Puder, 26
Public Policy ~ Master of Public Administration /%

City of Ithaca’s Mission

They strive to make Ithaca a
model community; a great
place to create, dream, live,
learn, work, and play. They
deliver high quality services to
preserve and enhance the
well-being of Ithaca's
community.

Angel Puder posing in front of the Brooks
'School of Public Policy Banner

My Opportunity

Partnered with the City of Ithaca's Mayor office to research
the economic impact of homelessness on the city

Key Responsibilities

Conducted monthly check-ins with the Deputy City Manager
and Encampment Response Coordinator on my progress
Drafted and revised a white paper on homelessness

Significant Achievements

Authored a white paper titled "The Economic and Human
Cost of Homelessness in Ithaca”

Distributed findings to key stakeholders

Future Plans

This research strengthened my commitment to advancing
affordable housing and food security policies—key areas
often at risk when individuals experience homelessness.

Andrew Juan ‘25

Cornell Brooks Health Care Policy

Public Policy

e
Fov RoaD

Honors Thesis Study

conducted independent research

in fulfillment of an honors thesis
under the guidance of Dr. Sharon
Sassler, Dr. Peter Rich, and Dr.
Jamie Budnick. My work is titled
“Don’t Put All Your Eggs in One
Basket: The Social Processes of
Social Support, Belonging, and
Loneliness in College Students”

Poster Presentation at CURB

.

My Opportunity

The grant allowed me to be able to provide financial incentives for
participants to be interviewed in my study about student social
support, belonging, and loneliness.

Key Responsibilities

lindependently created the research plan, conducted an
extensive literature review, collected and analyzed the data, and
compiled the work into a cohesive thesis, oral defense, and
poster presentation.

Significant Achievements

My successful defense of my thesis in front of my three faculty
advisors was the most significant moment, as they wanted to
provide the most realistic, intense experience similar to one |
would obtain in graduate school.

Future Plans

Iam currently taking a few gap years to work prior to applying to
MD/PhD programs in sociology and public policy. My honors
thesis work solidified my interest in this work, and it has
developed my research and communication skills.

Kimia Shahriyar, ‘28
Cornell Brooks Health Care Policy Scripps
Public Policy Research

Scripps Research

A nonprofit scientific
institute dedicated to
breakthroughs for global
health, integrating
transitional research to
propose evidence-based
solutions.

Preparing tubes for antibody staining in flow cytometry analysis

My Opportunitn
I held a research assistant position at the Laboratory of Immune
Longevity, studying how long-lived plasma cells sustain durable
immunity. | worked on informing vaccine strategies that address
public health challenges, such as pandemic preparedness.
Key Responsibilities
| prepared reagents, assisted with eenotypin%. and supported
ow cytometry to identify and characterize LLPCs. | contributed
to research discussions linking findings to policy priorities,
including vaccine design frameworks that promote sustained
herd immunity.

Significant Achievements

I contributed to experiments confirming successful LLPC labeling
via Cre-inducible uLIPSTIC system, enabling high-resolution
niche interactions. | presented at the annual Scripps Research
summer poster session.

Future Plans

I hope to mer%f. immunology research with policy advocacy to
promote durable and globally accessible vaccines.

UNIVERSITY OF

Cornell Brooks Issa Maymouna Yaya € KWAZOLO-NATAL

Public Policy MPA(Class of 2026)

INYUVESI
. YAKWAZULU-NATALI

Research Question

What are smallholder farmers’
perceptions and barriers to
commercial farming?

UPPER MIOLANDS AGRICULTURAL TRANSFOSNATON ITATIVES (AT

+ My Opportunity

Identify factors that promote black smallholder farmer participation within the beef value
chain. Understand policies that may prevent or incentivize their participation.

+ Key Responsibilities

Evaluate the distribution of national beef industry in South Africa. Collect and analyze data of
smallholder and commercial farmers in KwaZulu Natal Province in South Africa.

+ Significant Achievements

Completed and presented research findings to the Department of Agriculture, Land Reform
:rgcj ural Development and the National Agricultural Marketing Council (NAMC) of South
rica.

« Future Plans
Take more Agricultural finance and management classes. Attend more conferences and

events on agricultural research and build & network with industry professionals. Work with
the world food programe.





Issa Maymouna Yaya 

MPA(Class of 2026)

Research Question  



What are smallholder farmers’ perceptions and barriers to commercial farming?









My Opportunity



Identify factors that promote black smallholder farmer participation within the beef value chain. Understand policies that may prevent or incentivize their participation. 



Key Responsibilities  

Evaluate the distribution of national beef industry in South Africa. Collect and analyze data of smallholder and commercial farmers in KwaZulu Natal Province in South Africa. 



Significant Achievements

Completed and presented research findings to the Department of Agriculture, Land Reform and Rural Development and the National Agricultural Marketing Council (NAMC) of South Africa. 



Future Plans

Take more Agricultural finance and management classes. Attend more conferences and events on agricultural research and build a network with industry professionals. Work  with the world food programe. 
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1



image1.png

Cornell Brooks
Public Policy







image2.png

<, UNIVERSITY OF ™
3~ _KWAZULU-NATAL

(h INYUVESI
. YAKWAZULU-NATALI






image3.jpg










Andrew Juan ‘25
Health Care Policy

Honors Thesis Study

I conducted independent research in fulfillment of an honors thesis under the guidance of Dr. Sharon Sassler, Dr. Peter Rich, and Dr. Jamie Budnick. My work is titled “Don’t Put All Your Eggs in One Basket: The Social Processes of Social Support, Belonging, and Loneliness in College Students”





My Opportunity
The grant allowed me to be able to provide financial incentives for participants to be interviewed in my study about student social support, belonging, and loneliness.

Key Responsibilities
I independently created the research plan, conducted an extensive literature review, collected and analyzed the data, and compiled the work into a cohesive thesis, oral defense, and poster presentation.

Significant Achievements
My successful defense of my thesis in front of my three faculty advisors was the most significant moment, as they wanted to provide the most realistic, intense experience similar to one I would obtain in graduate school.

Future Plans
I am currently taking a few gap years to work prior to applying to MD/PhD programs in sociology and public policy. My honors thesis work solidified my interest in this work, and it has developed my research and communication skills.













Poster Presentation at CURB
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Don’t Put All Your
Processes of Social Support,

Eggs in One Basket:

Belonging, and Loneliness
I 5, dNd Loneline S in Colleo Lyl
Andrew Juan' @w@&i? e

" Comell University, Brooks Schoolof

“WHY CAN'T THEY COME UP WITH A PROGRAM THAT JUST

FRICTIONS BETWEEN PERSONAL RECOVERY GOALS AND SUBS
GENDER MINORITY PERSONS (S

NATALIE JEFFERSON, REBECCA P. SMELTZER, GILBERT A. ORTA PORTILLO, SIDDHI S
D e e e e Lo
b AR

Public Policy 1 University

Data and Methods

asses of 2025 and 2026) at Cornell, domestic student:
anscribed, then analyzed with f|
even seniors and nine juniors.

= Cornell University is a unique case study for understanding how
soclal support, belonging, and loneliness develop in college
students

« Cornell has engaged in multiple steps to improve student mental
health and belonging through the Mental Health Review and
campus-wide student well-being surveys

« Large scale quantitative studies fail to account for deeply
relational experiences of students

« Psychological measures are inadequate for understanding social * Social Shocks: any (typically negative) act that occurs between
processes exclusion, or an unfriendly comment.

* Multiple social groups helped protect against social shocks
Research Quest ons © Jayden only had one primary social support group: “if I'm going through something with these frionds or If I'm, like, unable to talk to them...I think that's when [kind

of feel a little lonely”
=+ 1A.How do undergraduate students describe the role of social « Social Capacity: someone has reached a level of social capital that they now perceive it to be a challenge to make new friends due to limited social resources
= groups as a means of social support?

+ Too many social groups could inhibit finding new social support groups y / “Why can’t they co
* 1B. How do undergraduate students describe the role of shared o Charlotte felt that she couldn’t add more people to her social support group since she had enough: “And I'm not close frionds with them as much as | would II)k: tob, \ - teaches people how
experiences as a means of social support? do understand that | probably don't have the bandwidth to do that. Um, and | understand that as much asit's like, oh, | want to be friends with you, you can't ba 2 i . ™ jcnow what I'm s

+ 1C. How do undergraduate students describe the role of friends with everyone.”

* In-depth interview:

s with juniors and seniors (cl;
* 16 respondents were Interviewed. recorded, tr
* The participants are diverse, with s

self-identified as low SES, eight

s with no gaps in study wiho did not transfer

exible coding

1) Negative past experie!
75% of participonts identified with on : .
as middle SES, and three as high SES. The treatment settings:

© type of non-Whita racial identity. There are five part
sample is heavily fomale, with eloven famales and

Results

icipants who

ive males.

“So their whole thir
not a 12-step pr
people that you k
bad you are, but

Social Groups.

arelationship that leads to a sudden change in the status, such

s on interpersonal disagreement, an act of

2) Frictions between SUD
structures and individual

one of thos
meaningful relationships as a means of social support? Shared Experiences . . " T
i f a typical focl)
* 2. How does race and class intersect with and affect « Social Initiative and Context Diversification: initiating a social connection or (os‘tennlgj asreiauonshm (outside of a typi - . R in(entiona]/CU tr
ro
undergraduate students experiences with social support?  Context diversification helped strongthen relationships IIO o 57:1a1 :::)"\)\:“Igllvu: ina triplo, 5o two gils thero were my friends. And then there was like a padnextts &4 ? s A mata (e.g. inj
il i iness L ° E s a relationship from one that is residential to one of friendst o - 'm still friends with to this day. Like, wee == 4 (e

- I-;ow(du feehnﬁof be}orgmg ar:(; " Gm::kmi:e just saw them, like knocked on the door. | was like, ‘Hey, do you want to get lunch?’ And they're poople that I'm s

students connect to social suppor us. Like, g

really, really, really close”

s scared tha
« Frequency: regularly occuring oxperlences ; ke, Sisters it [
- Rogular sharod oxperionces craatod a senso of ritusllty and mﬁimfnc.yrah [Friday prayer] ovry wook, 5o we, like, proy togother And then lh:‘ws Tl::,wl:‘hles»:r'm : dbr.[/fw
= < group: “We have, like, Jum o 5 of. uh, course from Uike an lsla e
3 3 s Lin her religious group: “We AETET + ko ditfarant like topics of, uh, dgo
* Not causal - purely for visual guide Laila found slrov\‘g u?vurr\mm“m e e e Kind of just like talk about like di i
i y therings for
= Connects meso and micro levels of social analysis Halaqas [ga

perspective”

Secial . Meaningful Relationships
= « Anticipation and Dependabillity: C!

fer (0

1t social support _there will be some friends
|osest ties were able to be anticipated for social SUpF There will be - thel

d to do something every single day.

nw gularity: “We don’t nee A _1t's like nothing happened” | ; ; inte
| ol — > Hasan knew he could rely on his group for 5u::::;s;ja\:wt:«i fo onc: wo see each other, it's ﬂ:’“‘ﬁ“’:h':s:‘:: f!ilufli'i?u tie i to
R ‘ ssatsurn — X whoro! dan'tsoo thom for“kaacuu':lluyﬁ:nun substantial significance to the members “"Tdcifsllléné {0 loneliness if oxploited ch, maybe 15 or 20 o on:
[ Lonzliness. | « Transitory Ties: a tie t)\nt‘uxxslSP:l;z!s( :v:;r;tuul exposure to a social suvn°f’,ﬁmu:‘:.e'r.|l\):;f:‘; wont, um, to the observatory with mff:,:::‘:,:‘:::uwvmnmtl e | IR il
SR e 2000 00 0 =1 « Searching "‘mugl:' ‘;?1';2?:;:; group after searching lhrOHS”I":“"5‘;°V’Vy";'ﬁ”hunrch of like dead group chats from like poople. | don )
Relationtlips o Noah eventually ave

i know...S0
random people. people that | honestly don't even kn!

7]
ations y
Recommend
re
. . . — .
Discussion and Future Directions ond mesment oo s on
== « Continued suppO hout campus for students to 4 Laborato with private ol
e ; Tilepace g 8o ot infrastructure and co P itios ond 4
= ~ T itory ties « Improve socl invstIn socla e
e « Unigue theoretical in social context diversification, and trarr‘\: m;{tlplﬂ different types of . Governments atall lovnlsh;llu::d e etarly thoso that can provide
= 5 S . t in social groups that center arou! e )
Zee « Distinct from prior lines of research: involvement S e Siin
ingful relationships that can provide so op——
S—— shared experiences help create more meani " S
i hods s, communities
== Limited by time/resources, sampling, and met < - B ystoms:
= : Future reZearch beyond college students involving networks, spatial distribution of SUPP!
=—_
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News dirsctly from Camneil’s collsges and centers

Brooks student combines love of birds and climate policy
research during summer internship

ﬂ Everett Smith *27 started birding when he was just 7 years old. Growing up in

e the Netherlands, his familywould travel to the U.S. during the surmmers to
stay with relatives by the Chesspesks Bay. Back then, the osprevs captured his

X imagination.

= This surmmer, Smith trned his lifelong passion into purposs through 2 new

. intermship program jointly offered by the Cornell Brooks School of Public

Policy and the Cornell Lab of Ornithology. Undar the guidance of Brooks

School professor Sheila Olmstead, Smith espplored how wetlands policies
affact not only avizn populations and migration pacterns but also the human

commumnities that depend on those ecosyetame.

M e L.

t Cornell University: Comell Jeb E. Brooks School of Public Policy reposted this

Colleen Barry - 2nd
9 pr nof 1 Brooks School of Public Policy | Resea + Follen
®

| lowed hearing from our students at this year’s Comnell Brooks School Experiential
Leamming Showcase and seeing how they are putting policy into practice. | am grateful
to our Brooks School donars for helping open doars to thase transformative, ..maore

Cornell University: Cornell Jeb E. Brooks School of Public Po...

31,879 fallcrwers
# Brooks School Experiential Leaming Showcase 2025 &
What an inspiring afternoon at this year's Experiential Learning Showcase! The
event kicked off Homecoming Weekend with a networking and poster session,
where Brooks Opportunity Grantess showcased their research, internships, and
engaged learning sxperisnces.
Through Brooks Opportunity Grants, made possible by our generous donaors,
students gain access to meaningful hands-on experiences that connect classroom

learning to real-world impact

A big thank-you to all the students, alumni, faculty, and staff who joined us to
celebrate experientizl lzaming at the Brooks School!

ma Swipe through for highlights from the event.
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Cornell Jeb E. Brooks School of Public Policy | 10.16.25

Brooks Opportunity Grantees shared their research, internships, and community-

engaged projects at the 2025 Experiential Learning Showcase. Swipe through for
highlights from the event here >
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Cornell Brooks Public Policy

A

Kimia $hahriya "2 [Haalth
Care Policy) spent the summer

== ain durable immunity
This experienca halped
solidify har caraer goal of
marging Immunclegy ressarch
with policy advocacy to
promote globally accasalbls
vaccinaa.

Esshaan Chaudhurl ‘27 {Public

SUITIMET a5

Eeshaan aapires to a caneer In
International retstions.

Al the Brooks School, our commitment (o funding expe: e these i=
t. Thank you far supporting this work by
making 3 giet today.
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