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Stewardship Event Overview

Brooks School Annual Fund provides grants to 30 students per year to fund internships, 
research experiences, and service-learning trips

The Brooks Annual Experiential Learning Showcase is an annual event where grant 
recipients present posters reflecting on their experiences

Content from the event is repurposed for digital stewardship via email newsletters and 
social posts, as well as in person display of posters at donor events throughout the year

Content is also repurposed for future annual fund solicitations



Event audience 
includes donors, 
faculty, and fellow 
students



Issa Maymouna Yaya 
MPA(Class of 2026)

Research Question  

What are smallholder farmers’ 
perceptions and barriers to 
commercial farming?

• My Opportunity
Identify factors that promote black smallholder farmer participation within the beef value 
chain. Understand policies that may prevent or incentivize their participation. 

• Key Responsibilities
Evaluate the distribution of national beef industry in South Africa. Collect and analyze data of 
smallholder and commercial farmers in KwaZulu Natal Province in South Africa. 

• Significant Achievements
Completed and presented research findings to the Department of Agriculture, Land Reform 
and Rural Development and the National Agricultural Marketing Council (NAMC) of South 
Africa. 

• Future Plans
Take more Agricultural finance and management classes. Attend more conferences and 
events on agricultural research and build a network with industry professionals. Work  with 
the world food programe. 

UPPER MIDLANDS AGRICULTURAL TRANSFORMATION INITIATIVES (UMATI)

Andrew Juan ‘25
Health Care Policy

Honors Thesis Study
I conducted independent research 
in fulfillment of an honors thesis 
under the guidance of Dr. Sharon 
Sassler, Dr. Peter Rich, and Dr. 
Jamie Budnick. My work is titled 
“Don’t Put All Your Eggs in One 
Basket: The Social Processes of 
Social Support, Belonging, and 
Loneliness in College Students”

• My Opportunity
The grant allowed me to be able to provide financial incentives for 
participants to be interviewed in my study about student social 
support, belonging, and loneliness.

• Key Responsibilities
I independently created the research plan, conducted an 
extensive literature review, collected and analyzed the data, and 
compiled the work into a cohesive thesis, oral defense, and 
poster presentation.

• Significant Achievements
My successful defense of my thesis in front of my three faculty 
advisors was the most significant moment, as they wanted to 
provide the most realistic, intense experience similar to one I 
would obtain in graduate school.

• Future Plans
I am currently taking a few gap years to work prior to applying to 
MD/PhD programs in sociology and public policy. My honors 
thesis work solidified my interest in this work, and it has 
developed my research and communication skills.

Poster Presentation at CURB
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Key Responsibilities  

Evaluate the distribution of national beef industry in South Africa. Collect and analyze data of smallholder and commercial farmers in KwaZulu Natal Province in South Africa. 



Significant Achievements

Completed and presented research findings to the Department of Agriculture, Land Reform and Rural Development and the National Agricultural Marketing Council (NAMC) of South Africa. 



Future Plans

Take more Agricultural finance and management classes. Attend more conferences and events on agricultural research and build a network with industry professionals. Work  with the world food programe. 















UPPER MIDLANDS AGRICULTURAL TRANSFORMATION INITIATIVES (UMATI)













1



image1.png

Cornell Brooks
Public Policy







image2.png

<, UNIVERSITY OF ™
3~ _KWAZULU-NATAL

(h INYUVESI
. YAKWAZULU-NATALI






image3.jpg










Andrew Juan ‘25
Health Care Policy

Honors Thesis Study

I conducted independent research in fulfillment of an honors thesis under the guidance of Dr. Sharon Sassler, Dr. Peter Rich, and Dr. Jamie Budnick. My work is titled “Don’t Put All Your Eggs in One Basket: The Social Processes of Social Support, Belonging, and Loneliness in College Students”





My Opportunity
The grant allowed me to be able to provide financial incentives for participants to be interviewed in my study about student social support, belonging, and loneliness.

Key Responsibilities
I independently created the research plan, conducted an extensive literature review, collected and analyzed the data, and compiled the work into a cohesive thesis, oral defense, and poster presentation.

Significant Achievements
My successful defense of my thesis in front of my three faculty advisors was the most significant moment, as they wanted to provide the most realistic, intense experience similar to one I would obtain in graduate school.

Future Plans
I am currently taking a few gap years to work prior to applying to MD/PhD programs in sociology and public policy. My honors thesis work solidified my interest in this work, and it has developed my research and communication skills.
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