
STUDENT ORG 

FUNDRAISING

A presentation about how your 

student organization can fundraise!

Office of Annual Giving

Sean Briner, Director of Annual Giving

Alex Perkins, Digital Giving Specialist

SOLC January 2024



Role of University Advancement (and Annual Giving)

Philanthropy in the USA and at CSUSM

How your organization can fundraise

Case for Support exercise

Today’s Agenda



Role of University Advancement

Our purpose

➢ Fundraising arm of the university

How Annual Giving can help YOU!

➢ Educate you about philanthropy

➢ Serve as your UA contacts

➢ Provide your student org with fundraising opportunities

➢ Coach you through any obstacle



Philanthropy in the USA

There are more than 2 million non-profit organizations.

Americans gave $499 billion to non-profit organizations in 2022.

Americans support 4.5 non-profit organizations.

Two out of three Americans donated to a non-profit within the last 
year.

Why do people give?



Philanthropists at CSUSM

$5 million gift by Ken and Carole Markstein enabled integration of cutting-edge technology and 
furnishing upgrades for Markstein Hall (opened 2006)

$1.2 million gift by Helene Clarke to honor her late husband for the M. Gordon Clarke Fieldhouse 
(opened 2003)

Lead gift from Bob and Ruth Mangrum resulted in the Mangrum Track & Field when Athletics needed a 
starting point for its first Cross Country/Track & Field teams (opened 1999)

$1 million gift from Jean “Janet” and W. Keith Kellogg ll to help CSUSM build the Kellogg Library 
(opened 1996)



Giving Day 2023
Philanthropy at CSUSM

24-hour social media-driven fundraising campaign
$459,638 raised​ ( second most ever)
2,410 gifts​ (second most ever)
88% of gifts > $250​
292 student gifts

Name a student org 
you supported on Giving Day?



Year Over Year Growth

Gifts to Student Organizations
FY22 = 61
FY23 = 596 (+877%)

Top 3 Donor Constituents
Friend = 34%
Student = 25%
Alumni = 16%



Why should your student org fundraise?

• To attend a conference
• To invite guest speakers to campus
• Professional development
• Networking opportunities
• Events



1.Restaurant fundraisers
2.National philanthropies
3.Student Org Market Days – Thursday, March 

14th and Thursday, April 11th

4.Student Org fair share donations
5.Online giving/your Tukwut Trax profile

For more information on these options, visit
www.csusm.edu/slic/studentorgs/giving.html

Fundraising options
( No Approval needed)



Student Organizations Giving Page

Donors can give online at any time via the student 
organizations Giving Page.

Using the drop-down menu option, donors can give to 
any University approved student organization.

Give.csusm.edu/givetostudentorgs

http://give.csusm.edu/givetostudentorgs


How to add a link to your profile:

• Email Alex Perkins-

aperkins@csusm.edu and 

request a giving form link for your 

organization.

• Alex will create the unique URL 
link and send to Tyler (SLIC).

• Tyler will email student org once 

link has been added to 

their profile.

Maximize Your Tukwut Trax Profile

mailto:aperkins@csusm.edu


Fundraising (Approval Required)

1. Soliciting Donations
• Private Foundations
• Corporate Sponsorships
• “External” Individuals

2. Cougar Crowdfunding

3. CSUSM Giving Day 2024



Corporate and Foundation Relations Office

CSUSM Corporate and Foundation Relations (CFR) staff seeking external philanthropic support from
corporations and private foundations.

We are here to advise and assist you throughout the fundraising cycle by:

✓ Conceptualizing and developing a fundraising request and timeline for priority projects, programs and events.
✓ Identifying, cultivating, and building strong, ongoing relationships with corporate and foundation donors.
✓ Ensuring that requests are aligned with the College and CSUSM priorities, are written effectively, and comply
✓ with potential funder guidelines.
✓ Help with proposal writing, budget development, event sponsorships benefits, event sponsorships prospect lists
✓ and approvals.
✓ Organizing, planning, and hosting corporate and foundation visits to campus.
✓ Providing recognition of gifts received by the corporation or foundation.

Christine Andersen
Director of Corporate and Foundation Relations
candersen@csusm.edu

Alison Aragon
Associate Director of Corporate and Foundation Relations
aaragon@csusm.edu



Process for Securing Corporate 
Sponsorships

Case for Support
Create Sponsorship 

Benefits & Find 
Prospects

Clear Package & 
Prospect List with 

Tyler/SLIC

Reach out to 
Prospective 

Sponsors

They Said Yes! Now 
What? Agreement 

& Stewardship

6 months from 
event (case for 

support, 
confirm 

benefits and 
prospective 
sponsors)

3 months from 
event (reach 

out to 
sponsors via 
phone calls, 
email, DMs)

1 month from 
event 

(agreements 
finalized, 
sponsor 

recognition)

After event 
(follow up with 

sponsors 
about event 

success, share 
photos and 

impact)

Corporate Sponsorship 
Toolkit



Cougar Crowdfunding

Key Facts
• Best for raising $1,000 - $5,000
• 30-day campaign max
• Not a one-person effort but a student organization effort
• October and March

Learn More:
• www.csusm.edu/crowdfunding
• Crowdfunding@csusm.edu



Reminder: Student Org Months
March 2024 // October 2024







Case for Support Activity

First 10 Minutes:
Write your student org’s Case for Support in 100 words or less, considering...

o Who is your org?
o Why should a donor give to your org?
o What impact would a gift make on your org?
o Is your goal dollars or donors or something else?
o What would happen if a donor does not give?

Next 10 Minutes:
Volunteers needed to share your Case for Support with the audience!

Last 5 Minutes:
Pick on the ASI Cougar Pantry example.



Case for Support – Example 1
(105)

At least one in four CSUSM students are affected by food insecurity. Since 
2017, the ASI Cougar Pantry has provided free, on-campus basic needs 
resources to students, but every year, demand grows and student needs 
change. Last year the Cougar Pantry sent food boxes to students unable to 
commute to campus, created a process for mobile and drive-up 
distributions, and moved to a larger space in University Commons to meet 
increased demand. But there is still room to better serve our students’ 
basic needs. Our team is asking you to join us with a gift to raise $7,000 for 
the Cougar Pantry on Giving Day.



Thank You!

Sean Briner
Director of Annual Giving
sbriner@csusm.edu
Ask me about the Student Philanthropy Council!

Alex Perkins
Digital Giving Specialist
aperkins@csusm.edu 

mailto:sbriner@csusm.edu
mailto:aperkins@csusm.edu
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