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Greetings Poly Community:

Our Diversity, Equity, Inclusion, and Belonging programming is at the heart of
everything we do! Under the guidance of DEIB Director Erika Freeman, the DEIB
Department has implemented opportunities for students to learn, honor, and celebrate
diversity and the experiences of different cultures and communities. Be sure to check the
DEIB Page on the Parent Portal for all of our DEIBelonging_Newsletters and news from the
DEIB Department across all three divisions!

Here is a sampling of highlights from the second half of the year:

The US Jewish Caucus and MS Jewish Affinity group jointly hosted Poly’s third
annual Seder for students, faculty and staff in Commons on Thursday, May 2. US
learning specialist Sarah Bond shared that the Poly Seder tradition, “was inspired by
Holocaust survivor Maritza Shelley who stressed the importance of sharing our cultures to
promote inclusivity and combat ignorance and hate.” During this year’s Seder, Bond said
those in attendance called for “freedom from oppression for all people.” The Jewish
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Caucus also hosted the annual Holocaust Remembrance Day on Wednesday, May 8
in Chapel.

Our DEIB department was excited to
open up the Dyker campus as we
hosted the 25th Anniversary of the
Diversity Awareness Initiative for
Students (DAIS) Multicultural Student
Leadership Conference on Saturday,
May 11. US DEIB Coordinator and
school librarian Iman Stultz challenged
Poly students who signed up to attend
and facilitate during the day-long
seminar to use this opportunity “to meet
new people, engage in moving

conversations, learn, lead, and have fun.” DAIS activities extended into the night as
attendees played spirited rounds of card games such as UNO in the Student Center while
others sang along to the music as they enjoyed conga lines in the Legacy Gym dance

party.

A group of LGBTQIA+ and ally members of
the Poly community gathered on Saturday,
June 8 to march in the 28th Annual Brooklyn
Pride Parade. Our small but mighty group
celebrated Poly Prep as an accepting and
prideful community to a celebratory crowd along
Fifth Avenue in Park Slope. We hope you can
join us next year!

On June 10, the Upper School hosted their
Pride Assembly, coordinated by our GSA
(Gay-Straight Alliance) and QBIPOC (Queer
Black, Indigenous, and People of Color)
affinity and alliance groups. Schuyler Bailar
(he/him/his), a Harvard alum who made history
as the first trans athlete to compete on an NCAA
D1 men’s team, spoke about growing up and his
experience as a trans athlete before answering
questions from students and faculty. His story
and answers to these questions highlighted the importance of mental health and
education on transgender inclusion.

Our DEIB Department believes that integrating a shared vocabulary is vital to creating a
community that is more equitable and where all members are seen and valued. Here are
three shared vocabulary words along with their definitions.
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« Pride: Pride is a cultural concept within the
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LGBTQ+ community that represents solidarity,
collectivity, identity, and resistance to
discrimination. June is Pride Month.
Neurodiversity: Neurodiversity is a term used to
describe differences in the way people’s brains
work. There is no one “correct” way for a brain to
work, and neurodiversity honors the many ways
people’s brains can function and communicate.
Common examples of neurodivergence include
autism, attention-deficit hyperactivity disorder
(ADHD), obsessive-compulsive disorder (OCD),
bipolar disorder (BPD), generalized anxiety, and
depression. April was Neurodiversity
Awareness Month.

Gender: Gender denotes the socially prescribed and enforced roles, behaviors, and
expectations that are assigned at birth. These roles determine how you are
“supposed” to feel and act based on your body.

Some other highlights include:

STORIES FROM THE STAGE: The Miracle Student Voices: Reflections on Rienzi

of Mattering | JAKE Small "15 Poetry Showcase

HUGs Hosts Poly’s First Community Words Matter: The Importance of

5 .

Shabbat Dinner Teaching Students About Hate Speech
From a Young Age
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. il Although our DEIB work is ongoing, we hope that
you take time to rest this summer, so you return to
campus in the fall energized and ready to continue
this work together!

DEIB at Poly continues to play a vital role in the student experience. This year, we launched
an initiative called Declare Your Impact, where our benefactors can direct their support to
program areas that are meaningful to them. If you would like to show your Poly pride by
making_a designated gift toward DEIB, click here. And make sure to check the box
labelled DEIB.

We are seeking to endow the position of Director of Diversity, Equity, Inclusion, and
Belonging to ensure that DEIB work remains a top priority for our community. If you
are interested in supporting our effort, please contact Erin Hughes, Associate Director of
Maijor Gifts, at ehughes@polyprep.org or via phone at (347) 394-1153.

Our program would not be possible without the generosity and support of our community —
alumni, parents, and friends alike. Thank you!
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