






As a 7th grade student who aspired to one day attend 
Rockhurst High School, I found a sense of family and 
brotherhood through the Hurtado Scholars Program. 
I have older siblings, so being a part of the group at 
Hurtado Scholars gave me the opportunity to interact 
with other children my age.

One of the early bonding experiences I remember 
is traveling to a Kansas City area college, where we 
completed a ropes course. I had to face my fears. My 
peers and I were scared, but we took on the challenge 
together, and as a result, a bond was formed. 

From that day forward, I soaked in the sense 
of family. I wanted to be around the other 
guys more. We had a newfound, solidified 

sense of safety and happiness.

We learn early on from our Hurtado Scholars 
teachers and mentors the importance of a growth 
mindset, and the importance of looking at solutions 
and opportunities instead of problems. That learning 
continued at Rockhurst High School, as we were 
encouraged to rise to the challenge.

 

The teachers are amazing. They are always there 
to help make you a better person. In addition to 
donors like you, I want to send a special thank you 
to Mr. Re, Mr. Grilliot, and Fr. Sheahan. They made 
learning fun. They made me feel proud to be 
a smart kid. 

Through it all, Hurtado Scholars challenged 
me academically. My horizon was constantly 
expanded, and as I grew in my studies at Rockhurst 
High School, I came to realize that I wanted to 
pursue higher education.

Starting in Fall 2023, I will attend the University 
of Missouri-Kansas City on a full scholarship, where  
I plan to study Business Management. I have 
enjoyed  giving back  to  the program that gave me so  
much in mentoring other students of the Hurtado 
Scholars Program.

Every gift builds a future filled with possibility and 
hope in building men for others.

Gratefully, 
Devon Rowe ‘23 
 

Spotlight: Devon Rowe '23
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Devon Rowe, a member of the Great Class of 2023, poses at 
Commencement with President David J. Laughlin on May 14, 2023.



8th grade  Before startng their 6th grade year, 
this cohort was performing as though they were in the 6th month 
of their 6th grade year (6.59); by the following summer, before 
heading into their 7th grade year, they were performing more than 
a half year ahead of grade level; and they are entering 8th 
grade this year nearly 2 months ahead of grade level, 
with 4 students academically performing a full year ahead, as 
though they were already freshmen in high school.

7th grade  For our rising 7th graders, the year they entered 6th grade, they were - as a group - performing as 
though they were 2 months into their 6th grade years. As they enter 7th grade in Fall 2023, their average performance remains 
above grade level, with 4 students performing as though they have had more than half of their 7th grade year already

6th grade  Our youngest and newest Hurtado Scholars, rising 6th graders in Fall 2023, demonstrated excellent 
aptitude at the end of their first summer with Rockhurst High School, with the cohort whole-average indicating that they are performing 
as though they have already had 8 months of 6th grade (6.81). Seventy-percent of this group (7 of 10 students) are 
performing ahead of entry-month “at grade” levels for entering 6th graders. 

Academic success at a glance
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The first decade of success

Ted and Leticia Garcia accept the “The Fire That Kindles Other 
Fires” Award with their two sons.

Hurtado Scholars greeted event attendees on June 1, 2023, at Starlight Theatre as part of the annual 
El Fuego Que Enciende Otros Fuegos / The Fire That Kindles Other Fires celebration.

Use this QR code to watch highlights from the 2023 celebration.

>>>

Ted and Leticia Garcia celebrate with 
President David J. Laughlin.
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The Green Truck Award (Graduating Senior): This award is presented to a graduating senior who has fully 
embraced the values and skills instilled during their time as a Hurtado Scholar at Rockhurst High School. Chosen 
by the Hurtado Scholars Faculty in consultation with the Rockhurst High School Faculty and Administration, the 
recipient embodies the ideals of a Graduate at Graduation – being religious, loving, intellectually competent, 
open to growth, and committed to service and justice. The Green Truck Award winner is characterized by their 
honesty, determination, and genuine care for others. They leave a positive impact on both Rockhurst High School 
and the Hurtado Scholars Program, ready to make a meaningful mark on the world as they graduate.

The White Van Award (Graduating 8th grader): This award, selected by the Hurtado Scholars Faculty, goes 
to an 8th grade graduate who embodies the core values of the Hurtado Scholars Program - Academic, Leadership, 
Spiritual and Faith Formation, and Social Development. This student has utilized their talents to positively impact 
their community, the Program, and themselves. They consistently demonstrate good citizenship and a strong 
growth mindset. Similar to St. Alberto Hurtado, they ignite inspiration in others through their character, actions, 
and leadership. Recognizing the Program’s commitment to them and their family, they are dedicated to giving back 
to their communities. The White Van Award recipient has strived to reach their full potential and is prepared for 
continued leadership and success at Rockhurst High School and beyond.

awards and recognition

Green Truck Award  AJ Murphy ’23

White VAN Award  Doni Morales ’27
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Wendy Burgess, past parent
Teresa Guerra-York, past parent
Patrick B. Lillis, D.D.S., past parent

Anita Paredes, Trustee and current parent
Julie Walker Browne, current parent
Leticia Zarate-Garcia, current parent

Committee and Benefactors

$1,000 - $2,499
Karen and Ryan Bailey ‘95
Kathleen Thompson Brown Charitable Fund
Barbara and Arnie Chonko
Colleen and Sam Enna ‘61*
Knights of Columbus Holy Cross Council 11534
Diane and Kirk Marty
Joanie and Jim McLaughlin ‘70
Angie and Louis Menard
Anita and Bob Paredes II ‘93
Chris and Megan Schumm
Joan Wrabetz and Frank Vargas ‘78

$2,500 - $4,999
Rita and Charlie Breusing ‘64
Julie Walker Browne and Pete Browne ‘85
Marsha and George Schieber 

$5,000 - $9,999
Amy and Adam Balentine ‘01
Karen Smith and John Becker ‘89
Jaymie and Kelly Bonavia
Connie and Kevin Fahey ‘69
Insurance Industry Charitable Foundation
Jo Kleinman
Jim Polsinelli ‘60
Erin and Paul Stucky

$10,000 - $19,999
J.E. Dunn Construction Company
Kathy & Peter Malone, Daniel Malone ‘20
Koch Foundation Inc.
Jackie and Henry Massman ‘80
Kathleen and Bob Muleski ‘68
Michelle and Terry Sexton ‘87

$20,000 - $24,999
Martha and Steve Butler ‘95
Frank and Margaret G. McGee Fund
Connie and John Murphy
R and C Charitable Foundation

$25,000 - $49,999
The Ronald D. Deffenbaugh, Sr. Foundation
Stueve Family Foundation

$50,000 - $99,999
Anonymous
The Dehaemers Family Charitable Trust
Bonnie and Jerry Kelly ‘73

$100,000 - $499,999
Lindsay and Matt Bowen ‘00
Rebecca and Trey Bowen ‘95
William G. McGowan Charitable Fund, Inc

Thank you to the Hurtado Scholars Program/El Fuego Committee members:

Thank you to the Hurtado Scholars Benefactors 2022 - 2023:

View the Honor Roll
of Donors:  
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A very special Thank You to:

Anthony Re, Director of the Hurtado Scholars Program; Vanessa Wiegman, Assistant Director of 
the Hurtado Scholars Program; all of the faculty, staff, parents, and students who made the first 10 
years a resounding success; and to all of the Hurtado Scholars program benefactors over the years!

Anthony Re Vanessa Wiegman

10



9301 State Line Road
Kansas City, MO 64114

Make a difference 
in the life of a 
Hurtado Scholar today!


